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During an April 10 meeting in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, the current human rights ombudsmen from
Guatemala, El Salvador, Costa Rica, and Honduras agreed to establish a new regional coordinating
Council, the Consejo de Procuradores Centroamericanos de Derechos Humanos. The Council
is designed to facilitate mutual support among the four human rights ombudsman offices. The
meeting was attended by Guatemala's Human Rights Ombudsman Jorge Mario Garcia, and his
counterparts from El Salvador, Carlos Molina; from Costa Rica, Rodrigo Carazo Zeledon; and from
Honduras, Leo Valladares.
The prevailing sentiment among those who attended was summed up by Valladares: "As Central
Americans [defending human rights] it is important for us to collaborate because the problems
we face are very similar." Valladares added that the Council will seek to encourage the sharing
of experiences and the unification of policies in defense of human rights across the isthmus.
Headquarters for the Council will rotate among member countries.
Participants at the meeting agreed that the headquarters will start off in Guatemala, in recognition
of the exceptional role played by the ombudsman's office in that country. There were no
representatives from Nicaragua or Panama at the meeting, since those two countries have yet
to establish local human rights ombudsman offices. According to Valladares, the new Council
will work with authorities from those two countries in order to expedite the establishment of
ombudsman posts. In fact, in Nicaragua, creation of the human rights ombudsman is on the
legislative agenda for the current session of the National Assembly.
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